Institute for Excellence in Writing (IEW)

Parents are welcome to borrow the Institute for Excellence in Writing (IEW) courses made available by the TEACH group.   If you would like to get together with other parents to view the “Teaching Structure and Style” or to offer one of the programs to your children and other families in the group, please contact Celeste Guay (red@me.acadia.net or 282-0541).  You can learn more about this curriculum at www.writing-edu.com. These are the IEW programs that TEACH own:

Teaching Writing: Structure and Style (for parents):

Structure and Style prepares the parent-teacher to teach writing to all grade levels.  Teaching tips and recommendations are provided within the units to help you individualize each unit to meet the needs of each of your students.

Scope and Sequence:

Unit 1 – Note Making and Outlines                                                                                                   Teaches students to make a “key word outline,” preparing them to be freed from the problem of what to write about so they are able to focus clearly on how to write well.

Unit II – Summarizing from Notes                                                                                                       Builds on Unit I by showing students how to summarize their notes and improve their writing with descriptive adjectives, adverbs, and more.

Unit III – Narrative Stories                                                                                                                     Shows students a basic story structure and develops their ability to write stories using familiar stories as models.

Unit IV and VI – Summarizing References & Library Reports                                                            Prepares students to take notes from their sources and write library research reports without pain and agony.

Unit V – Writing from Pictures                                                                                                           Uniquely taps students’creative energies by writing stories from a series of one to three pictures.

Unit VII – Creative Writing                                                                                                                    Gives students a method to “get information out of their brain” to use when writing anything, from those summer vacation essays to a decent letter to Grandma.

Unit VIII – Essay Writing                                                                                                                  Provides students with the skill of writing formal essays of five or more paragraphs, developing the foundation for high school and university writing.

Unit IX – Critique Writing                                                                                                                             Concludes the course, teaching a solid structure for book reports, reviews, and critiques.

Student Writing Intensive Level B (for students):

The Intermediate Workshop instructs 5th – 7th graders how to create a key word outline form a short report and write a paragraph.  They too are shown how to dress up their writing with adverbs, noun clauses, strong verbs and more.  Choosing a title is also discussed (over 140 minutes).

Student Writing Intensive Level C (for students):

The Advanced Workshop, for grades 8 and above, not only presents how to make a key word outline from a report, but also shows students how to take notes on a live lecture.  Students then learn effective ways to write their paragraph and to use these skills to study effectively.  The style of using a variety of sentence openers is explained before the presentation of the writing assignment (over 145 minutes).

Student Writing Intensive Continuation Course Level C (for students):

10 week course picks up where the Student Writing Intensive left off.  Recorded live during the spring of 2002 this ten-week course picks up right from where the SWI leaves off.  Students use their same notebook and charts and receive review as well as abundant new instruction in models and techniques not previously presented in SWI.  Along with source material for each lesson, student checklists and teacher grading sheets are provided.

High School Essay Intensive (for high school students):

This seminar presents tools and tips for tackling the timed essay as currently included in the SAT exam, and introduces strategies for writing a well-done “personal essay” for a college application.

Advanced Communication Series (for high school students):

This 3-DVD set is primarily for upper high school, college-level students, and teachers wanting to improve their communication and information processing skills.  These powerful writing, speaking, and note-taking techniques will be helpful to experienced younger students as well – especially those involved in speech, debate, or essay contests.  A 20-page booklet of handouts is provided with the set.

