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August 4, 2011
Dear Home Schooling Family,

It is our hope that this letter finds you in good health and enjoying your summer.  It’s been great to actually have a real summer for a change.  Take your time as you go through our upcoming events for this year.  Please plan accordingly.  There is much to take in.  But remember to select things that will best complement you and your family’s needs.  Many things can be good things, but are they the right thing for this year?  We are offering many options, but only some will in fact complement your life and not create stress and frustration.  It is in this light that we announce that T.E.A.C.H. has an exciting year planned.    
TEACH is a Cooperative Homeschool Group and it takes many hands to make light work.  Please consider what area you will contribute to.  We are not trying to overburden anyone in this group.  There are many who contribute many hours to this group, home school children, hold down jobs and volunteer in their church.  It is for that reason we are stressing the helping (cooperating) factor in this group.  There are many assorted tasks within this group.  Should you be a new member, please don’t hesitate to ask Heidi where you can contribute, even with the smallest of tasks, as you get familiar with the workings of this group.  You can see all the areas of needed help on the membership application form. As a new member, getting to know others in this group can feel overwhelming – pitching in will help break the ice.  Feel free to call or email Heidi (funofit@gmail.com or 324-0307) any time.
We have a wonderfully committed leadership team.  Heidi Sampson is the group leader, Bianca Moses and Celeste Guay are the co-leaders.  This year we are simplifying our leadership.  For the past several years, the Advisory Team has been a wonderful group of ladies who have pitched in to make the “big things” happen for this group.   Many of these precious, faithful, hardworking women have overwhelmingly full plates now.  We also have other tremendous people who coordinate and organize other events on a regular basis.  It is our desire to take pressure off many of these people.  Therefore, we are taking a step of faith this year and hoping that more people will be willing to pitch in, giving these other ladies a bit of a break.  To function effectively, we desperately need your input at all times.  This is your group and the direction of it will solely depend on your feedback.  Our topic for the meetings will be structured to hopefully promote support in an effective manner.  Your input helped to shape the way we formatted things, thank you for your response.  The following is an overview of what is planned.  Aside from the meetings, please keep in mind all activities are for TEACH members:

I. Meeting Day – 7:00 - 8:30 pm - 1st Tuesday of Month – Our first meeting will be
September 6th - (Anyone, members or non members, are welcome to attend our monthly meetings) 
II. Membership Form – Please notice our membership fee remains at $20. (  
III. Monthly Curriculum Spotlight – This year we will try a brand new thing – spotlighting specific curriculum each month.  We’ll put together a schedule for the year, so people can plan accordingly.  If something is not listed that you’d really like to see, please communicate your thoughts…this is for each of you.  It will also be announced in the newsletter just prior to our monthly meetings. We will need help from members to make this happen.  The idea will be to have a table set up during the tea time that will be for specific samples of the curriculum being highlighted. This table will be hosted by a parent who actually uses the materials and can address specific questions.  This way you can come, look at the materials, ask questions and learn more about the selected curriculum for that month.  This will hopefully provide the needed time to address the varied types of materials available to homeschoolers these days.  [note from Heidi:  you all should feel so privileged and blessed to have such rich resources to utilize…this was not the case 20+ years ago]  Should you be interested in a specific curriculum, or would like to spotlight your materials, please let Heidi know.  Below is a list of some.  If you are interested in something not listed, please let us know.

Sonlight, Five In A Row, Heart of Dakota, Rod & Staff, Learning Language Arts Through Literature, Beautiful Feet, Math U See & Teaching Textbooks & Singapore Math, Apologia Science, Life Pacs/Paces etc.

IV. Pre Meeting Tea – 6:00 – 7:00 pm – Lori Kindness and Amanda Sprague truly make this a special time for all of us.  These teas are a wonderful time to make new friends, catch up and fellowship.  We also have various members contribute snacks to complement the tea and drinks provided (see membership form).  Please folks, it is vital that those who offer to bake for a specific month follow through with that commitment. If there are no snacks, this will not be a reflection of Lori or Amanda’s lack of effort…the baking should not fall solely on their shoulders.  [We also need help with setting up the chairs and tables for each meeting as well as breaking them down….please be mindful of the fact that these ladies need our help and it’s not their job to set up the chairs for us.  We need everyone to help pitch in here].  There will be a monthly sign up at the hospitality center for baking needs.  The following will be available at each tea.
a. The hospitality table 

b. Curriculum Spotlight table 

c. Used Curriculum Sale
V.
Meeting Format  

A. Song – When we have a volunteer song leader, we will enjoy a couple of worship songs prior to the devotional. If you would like to be one of our song leaders, please let us know (see the membership form).

B. Devotion: This year we will have various TEACH members share a brief devotional.  Please make it known should you be willing to share. (see membership form)
C. Meeting Topics:  We’ve got a loaded year of great topics – hope you can take advantage of many of them.   

a.
Sept 6th – 
“OK - Let’s Get this Right!” What is my philosophy of education?  What is my mission?  How will I know if I’ve accomplished my mission?
b. Oct. 4th –  
Career Prep/Apprenticeships/Work Study – (not just for High Schoolers, Middle school aged children will be part of the topic as well) w/ Shirley Minster

 
c. Nov. 1st – 
Neurodevelopmental Approach – Mary Ann Greiner 

http://www.hope-future.org/
d. Dec. 6th – 
Pot Luck/Fellowship
e. Jan. 3rd – 
Healthy Lifestyles w/ Pam Gerry of Health Lyceum 

f. Feb. 7th  – 
Character Building/Manners/Discipline - Bianca Moses 
g. Mar. 6th – 
Vision Therapy w/ Dr. Wilbert Libby
h. Apr. 3rd – 
Safely Surfing the Web w/ Pastor Justin Sweeney of New Life
i. May 1st – 
Frugal Lifestyle Living 
V. Hospitality Team:  This group of ladies is your connection between you and all that we have to offer.  If you want to get to know people and enjoy blessing others, consider becoming a part of this team.  The hospitality table will provide important information you may need to be aware of.  Please check in at the table when you come to a meeting.  Some of the following things will be at the hospitality table:

A. Name Tags, Printed Rosters for members ONLY, Welcome Folders for potential members, Fine Arts Resources, Sign up clip board for various events or field trips, programs or events, etc.
B. (See membership form) – sign up to join this team (
VI.
Mom’s Night Out – If you are looking for some casual chat and a night to get out, please join us at Mom’s Night Out.  We will meet the second Thursday of each month at a local restaurant (southern Maine anyway) starting at 7 pm.  You will have time to feed your own family then come feel free to eat, or just have coffee or dessert etc.  Our first MNO will be at the Olive Garden in Biddeford, Sept 8th at 7 pm.  Check out the Yahoo Group TEACH_MNO · TEACH Mom's Night Out Group.  There will be a calendar in the future with the restaurants of suggested choices.  Remember not too pricey and it should be open late to accommodate us jabbers.  Bring suggestions or email them at maine.bixbys@gmail.com attention Cynthia Bixby.  You can also call at 299-2501.  
VII.
Small Groups – We would really like to help provide opportunities for parents and families to connect for fellowship, friendship and support.  More information is on the membership form.  If you would like to participate in this, please let us know.  It would be great to get some of these groups going this year.  If you’d like to coordinate a specific small group, please let it be known.
C. Monthly – Art Lovers?  Meet the Art Masters/Art History – learn about an art master, learn his techniques, apply those techniques, explore the mediums they all used.  If interested, let us know (see membership form)

VIII.
Newsletter – Our newsletter will come out the beginning of each month.  This year we are hoping to have some segments utilized more within the newsletter.  Your input will make this possible.  
A. CURRICULUM SPOT LIGHT – Each month a new vendor or curriculum will be selected.  Those of you who use that curriculum, we will need your help – volunteer to bring samples so others who are interested can come and look at it, ask questions and discuss the good, bad and the ugly. (
B. HOW TO PLUG IN:  This segment will indicate specific areas where we either have needs for the group, or opportunities for you and your family to participate should you want to.
B.
READER’S CORNER:  Ideally, we’d like to see reviews of books that your children have read and really like. This is an opportunity for them to become “published”. Should you and/or your child be interested in contributing, please let Katrina Sleight know.
C.
APPRENTICESHIP OPPORTUNITIES:  Again, this will require input from our members.  Should you know of opportunities of any sort where students can be plugged in for apprenticeship opportunities, please let us know.
IX.
Sing & Make Music Festival – As in the past years, this is a great opportunity for those

children who love music to perform a piece; either singing or playing an instrument.  This has taken place in the late winter/early spring time frame.
X.
Fine Arts Events:  We have some amazingly talented youngsters in our group.  
A.
Art Show – We would like to provide an outlet for our artists this fall by having an art show.  Should you want to participate and/or help, please let it be known.
C. Community Fairs – Display your work and you might earn some money!!

Here is contact information should you be interested in entering your children's artwork, crafts, photography, and miscellaneous other things into the fair exhibition hall.  This can be a real fun way to display your work and who knows, you may get a blue ribbon.  Often, there is prize money included as well.  For each fair you need to go onto their individual website to check the entries that are accepted, rules and regulations, and print out the entry form.  It is easy to do.
 

For all Maine fairs you go to www.mainefairs.org  for New Hampshire fairs you got to www.nhfairs.org 
Some of the Maine fairs that are coming up:
· Topsham Aug.  www.topshamfair.net
· Acton Aug.   www.actonfair.tripod.com
· Windsor Aug. - Sept www.windsorfair.com
· New Portland Lions fair Sept. 
· Cumberland Sept. www.cumberlandfair.com
· Fryeburg  Oct. www.fryburgfair.com
· In New Hampshire Bianca recommended the Rochester fair  which is mid Sept. www.rochesterfair.com
XI.
Spelling Bee - This has been a popular event for many. You will receive more information as time draws closer.  We are now officially affiliated with the National Spelling Bee organization thanks to Jen Mallett who’s done a wonderful job coordinating this event.  Some of our students have done very well over the past few years going from local, to regional, to the state competition.  Hopefully, we can continue that trend this year.  With some experience under their belts we may see some make it to Nationals this year. That would be exciting!!
XII.
Workshops – We will offer two workshops this year.  Workshops are wonderful opportunities to get to know others in this group and have a tremendous learning day included.  If you plan to be part of a workshop, we ask that you help in either the planning or helping out specifically as it’s assigned to you on the day of the event.  These workshops require a great deal of effort to put together, so please consider participating in the planning stages.  Your ideas, suggestions or contacts will be beneficial as well as direct the outcome of the whole event.  We have coordinators who lead the planning; we need those of you who have a heart to simply get into the flow of things and help.  You don’t need to be an expert, just a willing heart.  Over the years these workshops have become the hallmark events of the school year (  More info will be forthcoming.
A. Ancient Greece this fall
B. TBD at September Meeting – come and vote for your choice!
XIII.
Field Trips – Each year we have a series of field trips available to our TEACH members.  They are coordinated by you, an interested parent. (please see the membership form)  Then you would communicate to our Field Trip coordinator to assure there are no other conflicts on that date.  She will assist you with basic information to provide and to help coordinate; info about trip, date, time, location, any restrictions, etc.  Once the information is all set, it is then communicated to the group via email.  Should you be interested in being the overall coordinator, please let Heidi know.  Here are a few ideas to whet your appetite, or prime the pump…let’s get some great field trips going for both younger and older children.  All these need is a parent willing to coordinate the trip.
a. Growstown One Room Schoolhouse – in Brunswick, Maine.  This is an opportunity to learn a great hands-on method for studying local history.  Spend the day in a One Room School House, learn about a real person in history, take on the role of that person, dress in period costume and be taught by a teacher who remains in character based on a real teacher ‘back in the day’. 
b. Alfred Village Museum – ‘Fiber arts of yesteryear’ Exhibit.  This exhibit provides examples of the processes used by our ancestors to produce clothing, linens and other items essential to life before the advent of the industrial age.  Some are in use today by choice, not necessity.  The exhibit will include an old Spinning wheel and spindles used to spin flax or wool before the Spinning wheel was invented.  The production of clothing and necessities of course precede colonial times. There are examples of textiles produced by people in primitive times in many museums.  Museum hours Sat’s 1-4 through Oct 8th  Open by appointment: tel no. 324-5823.
c. Alfred Shaker Museum – Shakerism came to Alfred in the early 1780’s.  To members, Alfred was ‘Holy Land”.  The community became special as one of the earliest shaker communities and it reinvigorated the families at Sabbathday Lake when in 1931, it merged with its sister group to the north.  Sabbathday Lake is the last Shaker Community in Maine and the last home anywhere of living Shakers.  Open Wed & Sat 1-4 through October
d. Lowell National Historical Park - The early story of America's Industrial Revolution is commemorated at Lowell National Historical Park in the midst of this lively city. The Park offers visitors an in-depth look into the past that brought the 19th century textile industry to tap the waterpower of the Merrimack River while also revealing cultural connections to the present and visions for the future.  They offer some fascinating day long, interactive teaching workshop for children of varied ages.
e. Etc., etc….let the ideas flow and enjoy some of the greatest learning tools available!
XIV.    Special Class Offerings:

A. Institute for Excellence in Writing (IEW) – TEACH owns all the IEW teaching CD’s.  Parents are welcome to borrow the Institute for Excellence in Writing (IEW) courses made available by the TEACH group.   If you would like to get together with other parents to view the “Teaching Structure and Style” or to offer one of the programs to your children and other families in the group, please contact Celeste Guay.  You can learn more about this curriculum at www.writing-edu.com.
Student Writing Intensive Level B (for students):

The Intermediate Workshop instructs 5th – 7th graders how to create a key word outline form a short report and write a paragraph.  They too are shown how to dress up their writing with adverbs, noun clauses, strong verbs and more.  Choosing a title is also discussed (over 140 minutes).

Student Writing Intensive Level C (for students):

The Advanced Workshop, for grades 8 and above, not only presents how to make a key word outline from a report, but also shows students how to take notes on a live lecture.  Students then learn effective ways to write their paragraph and to use these skills to study effectively.  The style of using a variety of sentence openers is explained before the presentation of the writing assignment (over 145 minutes).

Student Writing Intensive Continuation Course Level C (for students):

10 week course picks up where the Student Writing Intensive left off.  Recorded live during the spring of 2002 this ten-week course picks up right from where the SWI leaves off.  Students use their same notebook and charts and receive review as well as abundant new instruction in models and techniques not previously presented in SWI.  Along with source material for each lesson, student checklists and teacher grading sheets are provided.

High School Essay Intensive (for high school students):

This seminar presents tools and tips for tackling the timed essay as currently included in the SAT exam, and introduces strategies for writing a well-done “personal essay” for a college application.

IEW Courses being offered this fall LEVEL A, B & C:
Cynthia Bixby will be having an Institute for Excellence in Writing class this fall.  Classes will be starting Tuesday September 13 and continue for 8 weeks each Tuesday at 10 am.  The IEW class will be the first set for grades 3-5.  You are welcome to bring all your children of different ages but it will be geared toward this particular age group.  The classes will continue with IEW B and C with a break between classes.  The address the class will be at is 748 Clarks Woods Rd, Lyman.  You are welcome to call Cynthia at 207-299-2501
B.
Peter Wannemacher will be offering the following courses this fall at the Wannemacher home in Lyman.  They will meet on Fridays.  If interested, please contact Peter directly at peter@mainegeek2go.com
1. Web Design

Create websites using HTML and CSS. With no special tools required, students will use software native to their operating systems (Notepad/TextEdit and Explorer/Firefox/Safari).
Reference Material will be provided online. Students will create complete websites adhering to professional standards as described by the W3C (World Wide Web Consortium). Each student must provide his/her own computer and be familiar with its operating system.  Some laptops may be available from the instructor. Significant homework will be required. This class can accommodate differing skill levels; it will be accessible to beginners and challenging to those already acquainted with web design.

Follow-up classes in server-side programming (PHP) will be available at the conclusion of this introduction.

The instructor has been teaching web design and other computer classes since 1995.

 

2.
French and/or Spanish

A combination of teach-yourself/instructor-driven/accountability-laden language course; Teach-yourself: Students are required to keep pace with the LiveMocha.com website at a rate of 1 lesson per week. Instructor-driven: Classes will meet once per week for conversational practice and suitable exercises/games to keep things fresh. Accountability-Laden: Students will be required to converse by phone for 5 minutes daily with the instructor

Students will follow the course provided by the website “LiveMocha.com”. LiveMocha.com is a free website with an interface much like Rosetta Stone. Students acquire vocabulary and grammatical skills online by association and repetition. Practice and demonstration of skills are demonstrated online through written and spoken exercises submitted to the instructor and native speakers from around the world. Additional practice and accountability will be established through a daily 3-5 minute conversation by phone. A real, live class will meet weekly in Lyman for 75 minutes. Student progress will be assessed by instructor observation and student submission of on-line exercises. 

The instructor has spoken French and Spanish for over 3 decades and was certified in both languages during his tenure as a flight attendant with Pan American World Airways. 

 

3.
History/writing

History is incredibly boring or wonderfully exciting; remote and irrelevant or current and crucial. Which is the case for you?  

How are the 2,000 year-old decisions of a Roman emperor similar to America’s sit-coms and how do attitudes of the Middle Ages affect politics today? Will the crusades affect your draft status? Did the Viet Nam war help determine our decision to send drones into Pakistan and how did the response of a World War I soldier affect the world court at the end of the twentieth century? You have learned all the facts you need to know (or maybe not). Now what will you do with them? How do these facts affect your world today and tomorrow?

Think; dream. Look back; get insight. Understand the past; anticipate the future.

Students will be expected to review pertinent facts and demonstrate familiarity with them before each weekly class. These facts will be the basis for discussion concerning causes and effects of significant events in history and current events.

Materials will include the series “How Shall We then Live” by Francis Schaeffer, the Richard J. Maybury models, Charles Colson, John Stonestreet and other contemporary commentators, podcasts and resources.

Bias alert: The instructor is a devoted disciple of Jesus Christ. His political preferences reflect a decided tilt toward social conservatism, Austrian economic theory and minimal state interference in private life. He makes every effort to reduce the impact of these attitudes as he introduces and welcomes other political perspectives. He would be delighted to discuss his own opinions and limitations with parents and students.

4.
Physics 

This class will provide insight into physical phenomena through hands-on manipulation, theoretical background and mathematical summaries and predictions. 

XV.
Used Book Sale – We will continue to offer monthly used book sales at our meetings. Carolyn Ziebart will continue to coordinate this endeavor.  If you would like to sell some books, you need to contact her about having a table.  Space is limited, therefore we can’t just have people show up with books.  Each month we will have a specific number of tables available.   If you are interested in a large end of the year book sale, please let us know.  It would be best to plan this in April prior to conferences, if there is enough interest. 

XVI.
Iowa Testing – Will again be offered in the spring time.  More info later.
XVII.
Portfolio Assessments – We will offer portfolio assessments with Heidi Butler at the end of the school year.  For those of you interested in having portfolios done, there are some things you want to keep in mind throughout the year.  This way you are well prepared and ready to go in for an enjoyable and relaxing meeting.  It’s as simple as having a notebook or a box that you put all the necessary information into that will make compiling it “a piece of cake”.  Each assessor will require some or all of the following:
· Samples of each child’s work in every subject; beginning, middle and end of year
· List of courses and resources used; grades if in High School

· Records – daily planner

· Samples of art work

· Photos of project, field trips, special events

· Brochures from various field trips

· Cover letter stating your child’s accomplishments, strength, weaknesses and how you have worked with them, highlights, struggles….(this can be the most beneficial exercise for you, the teacher.  Reflecting on the school year and seeing things in a big picture is extremely therapeutic.  Just get quiet before the Lord and ask Him to show you what has been accomplished mentally, spiritually, physically and emotionally.  You will be blessed in the end.)
XVIII. RESTING PLACE SKI CLUB – This downhill ski club at Shawnee Peak runs for 7 weeks starting in January.  Lessons are available as well.  Diane McBride is now the coordinator of this group.  If you want to receive registration information contact her at dkrmcbride@comcast.net 
XIX. Cross Country Skiing – At Harris Farm – more information will be sent out in the newsletters.

XX. Swimming Lessons through the Local YMCA’s – More info to be sent out in the Newsletter

XXI. SWBC – Last year TEACH donated a new swing set to the South Waterboro Bible Chapel – please advise your children; those who weigh more than 100 lbs will need to use the older larger swing set.  Please only allow the smaller youngsters on the new swing set.  Let’s take care of this swing set.  
Also, it is important to please keep in mind, this facility and space has been graciously provided to us by the South Water Bible Chapel to be used for our meetings and a few select events only.  It is a lovely church and we always want to be mindful of the fact that it is a tremendous privilege to be able to use it.  It is imperative that we always be respectful and keep everything neat and tidy.  Please do not allow your children to run around unsupervised at any time; inside or outside.  We will also always need assistance following our meetings to make sure the fellowship hall and bathrooms are cleaned and in better shape than we found them.  Over the years Pastor Dan Lambertson and the SWBC Board have been more than gracious and we are extremely appreciative of their support for our homeschooling endeavors.
